
  

Happy Weekend Raiders! 
Our students and staff are AWESOME! We had 
another great week in our buildings and online. It’s 
been exciting to see students and staff back. As we 
get into the groove of learning, I want to assure you 
that we continue to keep safety a top priority. Please 
help us keep each other safe by not sending your 
student to school if they present symptoms con-
sistent with COVID. If you have questions, please 
reach out to your school’s principal or health office. 

  

This past Wednesday the school board began the discussion around 
budget adjustments. You can view the meeting by going to the Hastings 
TV Facebook page. We currently have a budget deficit of approximately 
$1.6 million, for which we need to make adjustments. Between now and 
December 2020, we will develop options, ask for input, and make some 
difficult decisions to get us back on track and in a sustainable fiscal 
place. 
  

As a reminder, this coming week will be our first five day week, which 
means Wednesday will be our first Flex Day. Students will not be in-
person on Wednesday, however their teachers will be sharing what 
they should expect for the day. 
  

Finally, I have gotten questions about when, how, and what it would 
look like for us to change learning models. We are monitoring the Min-
nesota Department of Health’s 14-day case counts for school districts. 
These come out each Thursday, and are intended to be a starting place 
for deciding which learning model we should be in. These numbers are 
also roughly a week and a half old, and so we are also watching daily 
Dakota county numbers. If our numbers continue to trend upwards, we 
will be sending out communications to let families know a change might 
be coming and when we would anticipate such a change. If we were to 
move to a more restrictive model (when our count reaches 30 per 
10,000), elementary schools would stay in hybrid, but secondary would 
switch to full distance. 

Changes to School  
Lunch Program 
 
 
Effective Monday September 14, 2020 free meals will 
now be available to all children enrolled in the Has-
tings ISD 200 school district. The U.S. Department of Agriculture has an-
nounced it will waive all fees for school meals through December 31, 
2020, or earlier if funding runs out.  
 
How will my student get their free meals? 
When learning at school: 
Breakfast and lunch will be available at no cost to students when they are 
in school or an in-person or hybrid learning schedule.  
  
When learning at home: 
Hastings Online Academy 
A week’s supply of both breakfasts and lunches will be available for pickup 
on Monday (unless otherwise noted for holidays, etc.) from 9 a.m. – 11 
a.m. at Hastings District Office. Order Thursday at noon the week before.  
 
Elementary Hybrid Learning 
Order lunches for the days your students are not onsite only. Meals will be 
picked up by your student at their designated location at the end of the 
day. 
 
Students in Cohort 1 (attending onsite Monday/Tuesday):  Order lunch on 
Monday by noon for students to take at the end of the day on Tuesday for 
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday. 
 
Students in Cohort 2 (attending onsite Thursday/Friday) order lunches on 
Thursday by noon for students to take at the end of the day Friday for 
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday.  
 
Secondary Hybrid Learning 
Students in Cohort 1 (attending onsite Monday/Tuesday):  Order lunch on 
Monday by noon to take at the end of the day on Tuesday for Wednesday, 
Thursday & Friday meals. 
 
Students in Cohort 2 (attending onsite Thursday/Friday) order lunches on 
Thursday by noon to take at the end of the day Friday for Monday, Tues-
day & Wednesday meals.  
 
All lunches ordered will also include a breakfast. 
 
Free meals will only be provided for scheduled school days. Meals will not 
be provided on holidays or scheduled days off. 
 
Fill out those Free & Reduced Application forms! 
Even though meals are free for the first few months of school, you still 
need to fill out your Free & Reduced Application form. This ensures you 
will have help paying for meals after December 31, and also helps you 
cover costs for other school-related activities. In addition, it grants our 
district access to federal funding to support our schools.  Complete the 
2020-2021 Free & Reduced Meal Application online or contact Food Ser-
vice to request one.  
 

Please Note: Families MUST fill out a new application for benefits at the 
beginning of each school year or benefits will expire! 

Check out our Bridge to Learning 2020 web-page for additional information! 

Spread the Word 
Our hope is that we can continue to operate under the hybrid model of 
learning through the end of of November as we outlined on our revised 
school calendar which was published back in August.  However, in the 
event that we are forced to change to a more restrictive model of learn-
ing, the school district  will notify families  of the change, and the details 
pertaining to that change, in a number of ways, including using our 
outbound calling system.  For this reason, it is important that you have 
accurate phone numbers for your students on file with the School Dis-
trict.   
 

In addition to a phone calls and emails about a change to the learning 
model, we are working to implement the ability for parents with cell 
phone numbers on file with the school, to opt in to a SMS Text Message 
service with the school.  This will  add another layer of ways in which 
the school district can communicate important information to parents.   
 

Please watch for information in the coming days about how to opt in to 
this notification option. 


